
In 1982 Ramute made her third trip to Lithuania. During the first trip she studied 

linguistics at the University of Vilnius for one month. During the second she went as a 

visitor. Her third trip was a full year’s study program in the linguistics at the University of 

Vilnius.  

In Chicago, she had interviewed approximately 50 Lithuanian-American 

teenagers and tape recorded their answers to a series of questions that she had 

prepared. She wanted to study and document the effects of growing up in an English-

speaking environment would have on the Lithuanian language. It is these tapes that 

served as the basis of her research, and her 1982 article published in Musu Kalba.  

During that year she also worked on a book that would provide quick translations 

of expressions, from English into Lithuanian. This resulted in her 1990 manuscript Imti 

ar Neimti? (To Take or not to Take?). This is a 368-page manuscript. She prepared only 

two copies. She gave one copy to her colleague and teacher, the University of Vilnius 

linguistics professor, Lionginas Pazusis. Two years ago he was kind enough to give it to 

me for safe-keeping.  

She had the other copy in Chicago in the hopes of having it published. However, 

1990 was a time of resurgence of Lithuanian independence, and available funds in the 

American-Lithuanian community were going to support this newly gained freedom. 

Thus, funding was not available to have her book published. 

The manuscript copy that I have will be housed in the Audrius V. Plioplys 

Archives, a part of the collections of the Lithuanian Research and Studies Center in 

Chicago and Lemont, Illinois. 

 We both went to college at the University of Chicago. I was a year ahead of 

Ramute. I remember vividly how she would spend all of her spare time working on 

Lithuanian language text books for English-speaking children. She also spent time 

working on this phraseology book. This was in 1969 and 1970. Thus, her passion for 

Lithuanian linguistics was a life-long obsession.  

 

Audrius V. Plioplys MD, FRCPC 

December 29, 2018 
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