
 

When we were growing up in Toronto, Canada, occasionally, on weekend 

afternoons, we would watch Sherlock Holmes movies on TV. These were the 1930’s 

Basil Rathbone and Nigel Bruce movies. Watching the incredibly resourceful and 

observant detective in action was absolutely fascinating both for me and for  

Ramute. 

Little did I realize at that time what an effect this would have on Ramute. On 

myself, the fascination was such that in 1972, when I moved into my own apartment on 

the University of Chicago campus, one of the first things I did was to purchase a 

collection of all of Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes articles. (Incidentally, I still have this 

volume.) I avidly read all of it during that summer. But that was it. My appetite was 

satiated, and I would only follow the latest Holmes movies shown in theaters, or more 

recently, by the BBC, on television. 

It appears that Ramute was totally overtaken by the passion for Sherlock 

Holmes. 

She joined a Chicago southside organization, The Southdowners. This club had 

monthly meetings at a local restaurant. She was the secretary and documenter of all of 

their activities, from at least January 1992 through December 2001. I obtained this 

compilation from Ramute’s estate after she passed away. 

This is a set of her notes, typed, double-sided, which is a total of 1.5 inches 

deep. She put a lot of work into this material. 

She also compiled annual reports, which she stapled together, as separate 

publications. I presume she gave copies out to all of the members, as Christmas or New 

Year’s presents. On the front cover of each of these, she wrote coded messages using 

Holmes’ dancing men cipher. I have such annual report compilations for the years of 

1994-1995 and 1997-2001, inclusive.  

What follows are several pages from her manuscripts. First is the January 1992 

minutes of the meeting. Then the cover and first page of the 2001 annual report. Finally, 

is the December 2001 meeting minutes. 

The manuscript copies that I have will be housed in the Audrius V. Plioplys 

Archives, a part of the collections of the Lithuanian Research and Studies Center in 

Chicago and Lemont, Illinois. 

 

Audrius V. Plioplys MD, FRCPC 

December 29, 2018 
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