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1974 m. lapkricio mén. ,Skauty aide” buvo
iSspausdintas audiniy rastais lipdytiems Siaudi-
nukams pavyzdys. Po kiek laiko redakcijoje
gavome i3 Vincés Plioplienés (Chicago)} nuo-
trauka su laisku — ,Tik skautai gali taip elgtis —
dalytis visakuo su savo artimu. leskojau Siaudi-
nuky rasty ir radau juos ,Skauty aide”. GrjZus is
ligoninés, visq misy seimos sielvartg sulipdZiau
] septynis Siaudinukus, kuriy, deja, Vitelis nebe-
mate...” , Lituanicos” tunte vilkiuky draugininkas
Kaziuko mugiy darbuotojas ps. Vaclovas Plioplys
miré gruodZio 27 d.
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Vinces Plioplienés lipdyti Siaudinukai.

Siaudinuky iliustracija 1974 m. , Skauty aide”.

Ypatingy Siaudinuky ir marguciy kiréja buvo wvyr.
sk. fil. Ramuteé Plioplyté, Vinceés ir Vaclovo Pliopliy
dukra. Gimusi 1953 m. Toronte, ON, trejy mety
bldama susirgo polio, kurj atlaiké, bet kojos liko
paralyZiuotos. Nuo 1964 m. Pliopliy Seima gyvena
Chicagoje, visi vaikai buvo skautai , Lituanicos”, ,,Ausros
varty”, ,Kernavés” tuntuose ir véliau — ASS. 1969 m.
JAV Vidurio rajono draugininkiy suvaziavime/kursuose
rasinio konkursa laiméjo Ramuté Plioplyté; 1972 m. ji
apdovanota Véliavos Zymeniu.

Baigusi Chicagos Universitetg, R. Plioplyté pora
mety gyveno Providence, Rl, dvejis metus gyveno ir
lietuviy kalba studijavo okupuotoje Lietuvoje. Daugelj
mety R. Plioplyté Chicagoje moké Pedagoginiame
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Pliopliy namuose Kalédy egluté.

lituanistikos institute, kurio direktore buvo 1982-1986
m. Kelis lietuviy kalbos vadovélius isverté j angly kalbg;
Ramutés Plioplytés ,Lietuviy kalbos istorijg” isleido
Pedagoginis Lituanistikos Institutas 2003 m.

SirdZiai sunegalavus, fil. Ramuté Plioplyté mirée
Chicagoje 2007 m. Jos vardo stipendija lietuviy kalbos
studijoms yra jkurta Lietuviy fonde. Ramutés margu-
¢iai ir Siaudinukai yra Balzeko muziejuje, Chicagoje.
Marguciai ,Sherlock Holmes” tema, pagal Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle novele ,The Adventure of the Dancing
Men“ yra Arthur Conan Doyle Collection — Toronto
Reference Library, Sherlock Holmes Collection —
University of Minnesota Library ir Portsmouth City
Council Museum, Anglijoje.



Internete tinklap] — Memorial website http://ramute
plioplys.com/main.php , kuriame galima pamatyti ir groZetis ypatingu
Ramutés menu, paruosé s.v.dr. Audrius V. Plioplys. Su jo leidimu pa-
naudota ¢ia spausdinama informacija ir nuotraukos.

Renkant medZiagg apie lietuviy liaudies meno puoselétojus #
skautus ir skautes, viename laiske vyr.sk. Silvija Fabijonaité-Comeaux
rase: ,Atsimenu vienq Kaziuko muge Chicagoje, kur a.a. Ramuté prie
akademiky stalo rodé, kaip su vasku marginti margucius. Buvau
suZavéta jos kariniais!”

Ramutés Plioplytés Siaudinukai.




Ramuteés
Plioplytés marguciai.

Siaudiniai sodai.
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Marguciai — paukééiai.
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Lazeriu pjaustyti marguciai
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Siaudinuky vérimo mena graZiai idvysté s. Elena
Abelkiené iki 1976 m. gyvenusi Chicagoje. Ji tuo
metu pagamino baltus siaudinukus Lietuvos pasiunti-
nybei Washingtone ir Floridos lietuviams, kuriy egluté
1970 m. Cancer Society parodoje, Miami mieste,
laiméjo pirma vieta. St. Petersburg, FL, jos Siaudinukai
buvo rodomi televizijos programoje. Viena Siaudinuky
rinkinj E. Abelkiené padovanojo Skautininkiy draugo-
vei Clevelande savo buvusios pirmosios vadovés
dr. Dominikos Kesilinaités atminimui.
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she wanted to send them to her sister in France,
who was soon to become a bride.

Among the students of the Sisters of Saint Casimir
in the 1950°s and 1960’s were many Lithuanian girl
scouts. One of their troop leaders, Kazé Kuraityte,
was skilled in various types of folk art. She taught
her scouts to make both white paper straw and real
straw ornaments. Kuraityté later opened a floral
shop, Baltic Blossoms, on West 69th Street. At
Christmastime, the shop window was decorated
with straw ornaments, and people could buy straw
there to make their own ornaments.

In 1974, the Lithuanian scout magazine, Skauty
Aidas, featured several examples of straw orna-
ments glued according to traditional Lithuanian
weaving patterns. Vincé Pliopliené used the pat-
terns to create her own ornaments, as she grieved
the death of her husband, a leader in the boys’
scout troop Lituanica, at Christmastime. Their
daughter Ramuté Plioplyté was also active in
scouting, despite partial paralysis from the polio she
had contracted as a child. Ramuté was a teacher,
and later the director, of the Lithuanian Pedagogical
Institute, which trained teachers for Lithuanian
Saturday schools. She translated several Lithuanian
language textbooks into English. Ramuté had a par-
ticular talent for crafting straw ornaments. She grew
rye in the backyard of her family’s home and dried
it into straw to make the ornaments. She also en-
joyed the art of decorating Easter eggs. A series of
her eggs based on Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s charac-
ter Sherlock Holmes is exhibited in collections held
by the Toronto Reference Library in Canada, the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Library, and the Portsmouth
City Council Museum in England.

Elena Abelkiené, a scout leader in Chicago, made
straw ornaments for the Lithuanian Consulate in
Washington, D.C. In 1970, a tree decorated with her
crafted ornaments in Miami, Florida, won first place
in a Cancer Society exhibit. Biruté Podiené of
Chicago, whose four daughters were all active in
scouting, provided straw ornaments for many or-
ganizations. Her ornaments have graced trees in
Hammond, Indiana, and at the Lithuanian Senior
Center on the southwest side of Chicago, as well as
being sold at the annual Christmas craft show in
Lemont. Biruté Vilutiené, who became a girl scout
in Germany in 1946, has been preparing a Lithuanian
craft exhibit at Purdue University in Indiana, from
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which she graduated, for years. She has also helped
decorate the annual Lithuanian tree at the Indiana
Welcome Center in Hammond.

Los Angeles. In 1954, student and girl scout
Ada Korsakaité (later Sutkuviené) was invited to
decorate a Lithuanian tree for an ethnic exhibit
sponsored by the International Institute of Los
Angeles. According to Korsakaité, among the gor-
geous trees of other nations, the Lithuanian tree
was unique because the ornaments were made
from real straw. A TV reporter who was filming the
trees asked her what country she was from, and she
replied “Lithuania.” She was shocked to hear later
that the TV station had received several phone calls
from viewers protesting that there is no such coun-
try. Korsakaité, who became a scout in Germany
after the war, went on to become an artist. She
has created numerous ceramic pieces, four mosaic
altars at the Marian chapel in Chicago, and stage
sets for the Daginava Lithuanian Choral Ensemble
and the Lithuanian Opera. Several leaders of the
Palangos troop in Los Angeles, including Lioné
Vilimiené, Biruté Prasauskiené, and others, taught
the girls to craft straw ornaments, decorate Easter
eggs, and weave sashes.

Hartford, Connecticut. The first Christmas
celebration organized by Lithuanian scouts in
Hartford was held in 1965. Irena Ruseckiené deco-
rated the tree with straw ornaments. The tradition
spread to the local Lithuanian Saturday school. In
1970, the scouts began to decorate the tree at
Holy Trinity Church. Ruseckiené also taught the scouts
to weave Lithuanian sashes, decorate Easter eggs, and
make traditional Easter “palms” of dried flowers.

One of the most prolific crafters of straw
ornaments in Hartford was scout leader Aldona
Saimininkiené. She taught the craft to students at
the Lithuanian Saturday school and to the general
publicin the city’s public schools, libraries, and mu-
seums. Saimininkiené was also known for her art
works of glued straw. The Hartford Knights of Lithuania
presented one of her works to Pope John Paul Il in
Rome in 1987, in honor of the 600™ anniversary of
Lithuania’s conversion to Christianity. Her works
were also exhibited in New York City, Philadelphia,
Detroit, Cleveland, Boston, and Brockton. During
the Cold War, when Lithuania’s name no longer
appeared on the world’s maps, Saimininkiené
was often advised, “Don’t mix art with politics.” Yet,



